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Heart Song

 Meredith Tatum, a 9th 
grader at Perry High 

School, will travel to Aspen, Colo., 
this summer to participate in an 
8-week summer music program. 
 The Aspen Music Festival 
is famous for its world-renowned 
guest musicians, collegiate 
conductors 
and 
exclusive 
high school 
opera 
program. 
Meredith is 
one of only 
40 students 
from 
around the 
United States chosen to participate 
this year.
 Meredith began taking 
classes at Heart Song during its 
pilot year in 2010. After her first 
semester, she narrowed her focus 
to voice. She has since studied with 
April Golliver, Heart Song’s staff 
soprano. 
 “I see serious promise in 
Meredith,” Golliver said. “She is 
very dedicated to her practicing 
and loves to perform on stage.”
 This summer, Aspen 
Music Festival’s summer program 
participants will be performing 
Mozart’s “The Magic Flute”. 

 During the eight-week 
program, Meredith will have the 
opportunity to take lessons in 
different styles of singing such as 
jazz and contemporary. 
 “I’ve really only studied 
classical voice and opera,” Meredith 
said. “I’m excited to branch out 

and learn about 
things that I’ve 
never tried 
before.”
 Meredith 
found out about 
Aspen Music 
Festival’s high 
school opera 
program while 
watching videos 

of her favorite arias on YouTube. 
 “After I watched scenes of 
‘Don Giovanni’ from Aspen’s 2011 
summer program, I instantly began 
scouring the Internet for anything 
I could find about applying and 
auditioning for the program.” 
 At the culmination of this 
summer’s eight-week program, 
Meredith’s family will be able to 
watch her in the final performance 
of “The Magic Flute”. 
 “I hope to learn a lot about 
opera, and to make some new 
friends who share my passion for 
music along the way,” Meredith 
said. 

HEART SONG STUDENT ACCEPTED INTO PRESTIGIOUS 
SUMMER PROGRAM
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MUSIC EDUCATION’S SECOND WIND

“I wanted to be sure that I was 
giving my son every 

opportunity to succeed 
academically.”

-Kathy Dezort, mother of  a Heart 
Song Student

 An 8-year-old boy from 
Glencoe, Okla., had never seen the 
inside of the music classroom at his 
school. 
 Zac Dezort had never 
picked up a mallet, echoed a scale 
or played a recorder until recently 
when his mother heard about an 
after-school music program for 
children who weren’t receiving 
a music education in their own 
schools. 
 Glencoe, like many other 
rural schools surrounding 
Stillwater, Okla., has a very small 
amount of students living within 
their district. Because of this, its 
budget only allows for either an art 
or a music teacher for all of its 
students in Kindergarten – 12th 
grade. 
 “I hate to draw,” said Zac. “I 
know I’m not any good at it.”
 Unfortunately for Zac, his 
school made the decision to hire 
an art teacher when their music 
teacher of 30 years retired in 2005. 
 Heart Song was established 
for children exactly like Zac. 
Morgan Boswell, creator and 
president of Heart Song, saw a 
need for a program that would 
bring the gift of music to students 
whose schools couldn’t afford to 

hire a music teacher or purchase 
instruments and other supplies. 
 “When my own nieces and 
nephews didn’t know what a 
xylophone was, I knew our area 
was in trouble,” Morgan said. 
“Through the ongoing generosity 
of our community, I’ve been able to 
watch my dream become a reality.”
 In addition to providing 

group and individual music classes, 
Heart Song has also implemented a 
transportation program that gives 
each participating student a ride 
to and from the facility. This way, 
students whose parents both work 
are still able to attend classes and 
share in the joy that a music 
education brings. 
 Zac is one of the many 
students from his school who takes 
advantage of this service. 
 Kathy Dezort, Zac’s mother, 
was first interested in enrolling her 
son at Heart Song after learning of 
the continued brain development 

that occurs when a young child 
takes music lessons. 
 “I wanted to be sure 
that I was giving my son 
every opportunity to succeed 
academically,” Kathy said.
 “Students taking courses in 
music performance and music 
appreciation scored higher in the 
SAT than students with no arts 
participation,” according to the 
1999 College-Bound Seniors 
National Report. “Music 
performance students scored 53 
points higher on the verbal and 39 
points higher on the math. Music 
appreciation students scored 61 
points higher on the verbal and 42 
points higher on the math.” 
 Heart Song is a nonprofit 
organization that is funded solely 
through donations and the sale 
of benefit concert tickets. Tickets 
are still available for the Sept. 28 
concert at Stillwater’s Sheerar 
Museum. The concert will feature 
each of the student musicians as 
well as collaborative performances 
with Heart Song’s teachers. For 
information on how to purchase 
tickets or donate to Heart Song, 
please call 405-227-6414.

Heart Song’s mission is to bring the 
gift of a music education to children 
who wouldn’t otherwise receive one.

 Greetings! 
 With all of our students 
back in school, we are in full 
force here at Heart Song! We are 
pleased to announce that 12 new 
elementary and middle school 
students from Perkins-Tryon have 
enrolled in our music classes for 
this semester.  
 Over the summer break, 
Heart Song staff members and 
volunteers painted and decorated 
both of the classrooms in our new 
annex. With its spacious rooms 
and soundproof walls, the annex 
is the perfect 
location for 
our rotational 
classes. We 
are excited to 
see how the 
addition of 
this new space 
will positively 
affect each of 
our students. 
 This semester, Heart 
Song will host several benefit 
concerts. The first of these will 

be on Sept. 28 at 7 p.m. at the 
Sheerar Museum in Stillwater. 
Benefit concerts not only aid our 
fundraising efforts but also allow 
our students to gain experience 
performing on stage in front of an 
audience. 
 Heart Song is pleased to 
welcome two new staff members: 
Amy Pitts and Jonathan Brooks. 
Amy teaches one of our rotational 
classes as well as individual voice 
lessons to our older students. 
Jonathan, our staff percussionist, 
teaches several new classes that 

we’re all very 
excited about. 
 Heart Song’s 
mission could 
not be carried 
out without the 
assistance of our 
generous donors.  
Over the past 12 
months, we have 
acquired our new 

annex, added two more full-time 
staff members and purchased 
an entire set of Orff percussion 

instruments. 
 Please remember to 
invite your friends, families and 
colleagues to our benefit concerts. 
Performing in front of a live 
audience allows our students to 
gain confidence in their ability to 
play and sing well. 
 I can’t wait to see the 
progress that each of our students 
makes this semester. As always, 
I thank you for allowing your 
children to experience a true 
music education. 

 All the best, 

 Morgan Boswell

PRESIDENT’S LETTER

2 3

Fanfare is a bi-monthly newsletter 
produced for Heart Song parents and 

donors. Address all comments to:

Morgan Boswell,
President, 
HeartSong

324 S. Cleveland St. 
Stillwater, OK 74074

morgan.boswell@okstate.edu
405-227-6414
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WANT TO GET INVOLVED?

 Heart Song is looking for volunteers for its Sept. 28 
benefit concert! If you’re interested in assisting with ticket 
sales, program design, concessions or backstage help, please 
contact Katie Kirkpatrick at (405) 227-6414. 
 Once the date has been set for the holiday benefit 
concert, a plethora of additional volunteer opportunities 
will become available. Specifically, committee heads for set 
and costume design will need to be appointed quickly.
 Because Heart Song is a nonprofit organization that 
is completely unfunded by the state, it relies heavily on 
support from donors. If you our your business is interested 
in helping Heart Song fulfill its mission of giving every 
child the gift of a music education, please contact Morgan 
Boswell at (405) 341-6058.
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