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MUSIC EDUCATION’S SECOND WIND 
 

 An 8-year-old boy from Glencoe, Okla., had never seen the inside of the music 

classroom at his school.  

Zac Dezort had never picked up a mallet, echoed a scale or played a recorder until 

recently when his mother heard about an after-school music program for children who 

weren’t receiving a music education in their own schools.  

Glencoe, like many other rural schools surrounding Stillwater, Okla., has a very 

small amount of students living within their district. Because of this, its budget only 

allows for either an art or a music teacher for all of its students in Kindergarten – 12th 

grade.  

“I hate to draw,” said Zac. “I know I’m not any good at it.” 

Unfortunately for Zac, his school made the decision to hire an art teacher when 

their music teacher of 30 years retired in 2005.  

Heart Song was established for children exactly like Zac. Morgan Boswell, 

creator and president of Heart Song, saw a need for a program that would bring the gift of 

music to students whose schools couldn’t afford to hire a music teacher or purchase 

instruments and other supplies.  

“When my own nieces and nephews didn’t know what a xylophone was, I knew 

our area was in trouble,” Morgan said. “Through the ongoing generosity of our 

community, I’ve been able to watch my dream become a reality.” 



In addition to providing group and individual music classes, Heart Song has also 

implemented a transportation program that gives each participating student a ride to and 

from the facility. This way, students whose parents both work are still able to attend 

classes and share in the joy that a music education brings.  

Zac is one of the many students from his school who takes advantage of this 

service.  

Kathy Dezort, Zac’s mother, was first interested in enrolling her son at Heart 

Song after learning of the continued brain development that occurs when a young child 

takes music lessons.  

“I wanted to be sure that I was giving my son every opportunity to succeed 

academically,” Kathy said. 

“Students taking courses in music performance and music appreciation scored 

higher in the SAT than students with no arts participation,” according to the 1999 

College-Bound Seniors National Report. “Music performance students scored 53 points 

higher on the verbal and 39 points higher on the math. Music appreciation students 

scored 61 points higher on the verbal and 42 points higher on the math.”  

Heart Song is a nonprofit organization that is funded solely through donations and 

the sale of benefit concert tickets. Tickets are still available for the Sept. 28 concert at 

Stillwater’s Sheerar Museum. The concert will feature each of the student musicians as 

well as collaborative performances with Heart Song’s teachers. For information on how 

to purchase tickets or donate to Heart Song, please call 405-227-6414. 

 

 


